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MEET RANGER BRYON ROCHON! 
 

 
 

When I think about how I ended up becoming a park ranger, one life 
event always comes to mind. One summer, my parents threw my eight 
year old self and 13 year old sister into our truck top camper and we 
proceeded to spend the next two months visiting many national and 
state parks located west of the Mississippi River.  Looking back on it, I 
now think my parents were a bit crazy, but I am most grateful that they 
provided such an enriching experience. Over the course of that summer 
we explored places like the Tetons, Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, 
Badlands, Death Valley, Arches, and Cascade Mountains. The trip 
captured my imagination, served to foster my love of the outdoors, and 
has served as inspiration throughout my life.  It was the memory of that 
summer that spurred me on to pursue undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in Parks Management from the University of Missouri.  It 
inspired me to take on seasonal positions with the US Geological 
Survey, Missouri Department of Natural Resources, and the University 
of Missouri, in lieu of, perhaps, more practical long term opportunities. 
It also led me to a seasonal position, as the Boat Center Manager, at 
Seneca Creek in the spring of 2011. I continued my time at the park as 
a Seasonal Ranger the following two years, until I was fortunate 
enough to get my current position as a Park Ranger in the summer of 
2013.  
 

When I’m not at the park, I enjoy spending time outdoors with my wife 
and two dogs. Other interests include travelling, cooking, reading, and 
enjoying the occasional libation. I’m also currently, slowly, learning 
conversational Spanish and continue to fumble my way around my 
acoustic guitar.  
 

Continued next page 

SIGNS OF SPRING 

IN SENECA 
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Trout Lily 

 

 

Peony Shoots 
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At the park, I work with the Seasonal Rangers and oversee the Boat Center operations. I also enjoy working on 
projects with the Maintenance staff, guiding young men through the Eagle Scout project process, and working 
with the Training Division to deliver CPR, First Aid, and Emergency Medical Response training to staff 
throughout the state.  
 

Over the years, I have found myself telling people that while my job is not perfect, I have never dreaded coming 
to work. In fact, I am regularly left in awe by what I get to experience while working at the park. In the coming 
years I hope to continue honing my craft as a Ranger and look forward to getting to know more of you. 

 

BLUEBIRD TRAIL MONITORING - DAY ONE 
 

By Heather Zindash, Master Naturalist and Volunteer Bluebird Monitor 

 

I have always been happiest outside, even as a little girl. I love the melody of the birds, the breeze on my skin 
and the smell of the air. When I am in and surrounded by nature, I feel like I am home. 
 

That feeling is what prompted me to take the Maryland Master Naturalist Training Course through the 
University of Maryland Extension last fall. After 52 hours of classroom instruction and 8 hours of hands-on 
training, students are asked to perform 40 hours of volunteer service annually. So, when a call for volunteers 
went out to our listserv for Bluebird Trail Monitors in our area, I jumped at the chance. What could be better 
than earning volunteer hours doing an activity I loved? Especially since my family and I have been enjoying 
nest-watching for many years right in our own backyard Certified Wildlife Habitat. 
 

Providing nesting boxes for native cavity-nesting birds dramatically increases their ability to survive and thrive 
in an environment where their natural habitat has been greatly reduced due to habitat loss and fragmentation. 
Additionally, these birds are often out competed for nesting sites by non-native species such as House Sparrows 
and European Starlings, whose aggressive nature can result in nest take-over, and death of adults, nestlings 
and/or eggs. To help avoid the competition of European Starlings, these nesting boxes have a 1-1/2" diameter 
opening, which is too small for starlings to enter. Part of our monitoring will include identifying and eliminating 
nests made by House Sparrows who are able to enter a hole this size. 
 

The information collected while monitoring the Bluebird Trail will be sent to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 
We will be taking detailed records of this year's nest box inhabitants and the success of their broods. In addition 
to the Bluebirds we hope to attract, other residents may include native cavity-nesting birds such as Tree 
Swallows, titmice, chickadees, nuthatches, and Carolina or House wrens. We will be happy to host any of these 
families along our Bluebird trail. 
 

On the first morning of training, I met with Bonnie Bell from the Maryland Bluebird Society. Bonnie and a 
small team of volunteers, including myself, will be checking and recording nest box activity along a newly 
installed Bluebird Trail (series of nest boxes) at the Button Farm Living History Center, which is located on 40 
acres within Seneca Creek State Park. 
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It was a beautiful sunny day, and the birds were out in full, serenading us while we worked. Together, we 
checked a trail that included 12 nesting boxes which had been assembled and installed earlier this year. Walking 
to each one was not only educational, it was pure joy. The first thing we noticed as we walked up to first set of 
nesting boxes was a pair of Tree Swallows. They were regally perched atop two boxes near one another. The 
birds looked at us across the field with calm and confidence, as if wondering why we were entering their space.  
As we approached them, one swiftly flew away and the other flew right towards us, warning 
us to stay away from his newly acquired residence. In each case those boxes were empty, 
but it seems safe to assume that we will be finding some hint of their grassy nest in the 
weeks to come. 
 

As we continued down the trail, we were happy to discover a nest box filled with moss and 
topped with hair. A clear sign that this house had been occupied by a pair of chickadees.  
 
 

The next set of boxes were empty so we slowly made our way through a meadow 
that lead to the final set of houses. Making our way through the open field, we 
spotted a flash of blue flying away from a nest box in the distance. This sighting 
put a hop in our step as we neared the last four boxes. Opening a nest box is like 
opening a birthday gift. You never know what you are going to get and you can't 
help yourself but to be hopeful when you see such promising activity. The first 
box was empty. Bummer. In the second box, we happily discovered a full Bluebird 

nest made of what looked like stems instead of the usual grass, including a full nest cup. Bonnie had a great 
inspection mirror that made it possible for her to get this terrific shot. 
 

The last two boxes, including the one that we saw the Bluebird fly out of earlier, 
were empty. Once we reached the end of the trail, we turned around to make our 
way back. We were greeted with the image of a female Bluebird atop her nest 
(mentioned earlier), with nesting materials in her bill. She waited patiently. 
Watching us while simultaneously wanting to finish her job. But, in the end she 
chose to fly way. She is a responsible parent, making sure no predators, including 
humans, were paying too much attention to where she was establishing her nursery. 
 

We finished our trail monitoring task and began our hike back to our cars when we 
looked up to find a beautiful pair of majestic American Bald Eagles slowly circling 
the sky. I worked hard to quickly focus my camera on these beautiful birds, but only 
got one or two good shots. They flew easily through the sky in great big circles, 
following one another. They seemed peaceful, not aggressive at all. And then they slowly but surely floated 
towards the horizon and out of eyesight. Of all the birds and wildlife I have observed in my many years, I have 
never seen bald eagles in person. What a thrilling bonus on an already wonderful avian-filled day. 
 

  
 

I am so excited for my duties this year as a Bluebird trail monitor. And, I am grateful for Bonnie's leadership 
and training. As the Soulful Gardener, I know that every time we enter into nature, it greets us with some 
wonderful surprises. Today was no exception. Mother Nature never lets us down. Happy trails! 
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A WORD FROM THE PARK MANAGER 
 

 
 
Spring is here, Spring is here! 
 

Spring has arrived at Seneca and with it comes park activities and events! We welcome you to join us in 
programming, volunteering, and other activities. 
 

On April 10th, a family event called Park Quest begins registration. Questing starts on Memorial Day Weekend 
and goes to Labor Day. 
 

In May, there will be a Montgomery County parks trade show at Riley's Lock on the 16th with the park setting 
up a table and giving tours of the Seneca Stone Cutting Mill.  
 

The world famous peony field and garden comes alive with the peonies blooming by mid May. A peony garden 
open house will be held on May 17th, hosted by the descendants of the Schwartz and Gloyd families. Lemonade 
and cookies will be provided! Kids to Parks Day is also on the 17th, so make it a family event.  
 

Once summer comes around in June, Junior Rangers begins! We have two sessions in June, from the 22nd to 
the 26th, and from the 29th to July 3rd. The summer program calendars will be ready for publication by mid-
may so please stop by the park office to find out what is going on. 
 

And of course, we have ongoing volunteer opportunities year-round. If you are interested and want to 
participate, feel free to call the park and we can add you to out volunteer mailing list. 
 

Captain Dave Powell, Park Manager 
Seneca Creek State Park 

Patuxent River State Park 
Monocacy NRMA 

301-924-2127 
(Cell) 443-534-5678 

 
 
 

WILDFIRE! 
 

 

On April 6th a 15 acre fire broke out in a heavily wooded area in the 
northeast section of Seneca Creek State Park along the Lakeshore trail. 
Twenty fire units and over 75 fire fighters responded to contain the fire 
and protect nearby homes. Fire fighters needed specialized 4 wheel 
drive vehicles to access the site that was distant from any roads.  
 

Photo courtesy of Pete Piringer, spokesman for the Montgomery 
County Fire and Rescue Service. 
 

http://www.mymcmedia.org/firefighters-contain-seneca-creek-state-
park-brush-fire-photos-videos/  
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COMING EVENTS AT SENECA CREEK STATE PARK 
 

April 27-May 1 
Registration 

This window is the only opportunity to register your family for Park Quest 2015. 
Park Quest encourages family teams to explore outdoor activities by visiting 20 
designated State Parks between May 22 and September 7. Each park has a unique 
adventure. Visitors to Seneca Creek State Park will learn Native American Survival 
Skills. Only 1000 teams are accepted, so don’t miss this opportunity.   
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/parkquest/Pages/Home.aspx  

Sat. May 16 
Sat. May 30 

9:00 – 11:00 am 

Take Me Fishing! Fish with one of the experts at Seneca! This program is designed 
for all ages and covers basic skills. Ages 16 and over must have a fishing license to 
participate. Equipment will be provided, but we strongly encourage you to bring your 
own bait. Cost: Free, but park entrance fee applies Please contact Ranger Bethany 
Lillard to reserve your spot. 301-924-2127 or bethany.lillard@maryland.gov  

Sun. May 17 
10 am – 2 pm 

Peony Garden Open House Did you know that clumps of peony flowers can live for 
80-100 years? Join the descendants of the Schwartz and Gloyd families, previous 
owners of the peony flowers at Seneca Creek State Park, to learn more about these 
amazing flowers and their history.  
Cost: Free, but park entrance fee applies. 

Fri. May 29 
6:00-7:30pm 

Wetlands Hike Join the naturalist for a 1.5 mile hike to the wetlands area of Seneca 
Creek State Park. Learn about wildlife in the area and spot evidence of beavers along 
the hike. Meet at the parking area of the Bluejay and Nuthatch pavilions. 
Call 301-924-2127 or email bethany.lillard@maryland.gov for more information 
Cost: Free, but park entrance fee applies. 

Sat. May 30 Blue Crab Bolt 5K/10K Trail Running Race sponsored by EX2 Adventures.  
http://www.ex2adventures.com/md-10k-trail-runs.php  

Sun. May 31 
11am – 

12:30pm 

Disc Golf for Beginners Have you ever wondered about the game of disc golf? 
Come learn the basic scoring and throwing principles of the game on Seneca's 32-
acre, 27-hole course. Registration required. Please inform us whether you will be 
bringing your own disc or will need to borrow one for the program. 
Please contact Ranger Bethany Lillard to reserve your spot. 301-924-2127 or 
bethany.lillard@maryland.gov 
Cost: Free, but park entrance fee applies. 

Sat. June 6 
Sat. June 13 
Sat. July 4 

The first two Saturdays in June and July 4th are Free Fishing Days every year in 
Seneca Creek State Park. No license required! Try your luck at catching one of 
Clopper Lake’s largemouth bass, catfish, bluegill, tiger muskie or crappie. 
Cost: Free, but park entrance fee applies 

 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Sat. May 9 & 
Sun. June 14 

9:00 am 

Trail Work in the Park. Meet at the park office at 9:00 am. Please bring water and 
gardening gloves. Tools will be provided by the park. RSVP to 301-924-2127 or 
bethany.lillard@maryland.gov  

Ongoing If you’d like to volunteer to help care for the plants in the Peony display gardens, 
please contact Park Ranger Bethany Lillard at 301.924.2127 or 
bethany.lillard@maryland.gov 
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THE SENECA CREEK STATE PARK PEONIES UNDER  

MARYLAND STATE ADMINISTRATION 
 

By Eileen Emmet of Silver Spring, MD &Maurice E. May of Westport Point, MA-April 2015, 

Descendants of Edward P. Schwartz 
 

We wrote earlier this year about the first fifty years of the Seneca Creek 
peony fields under the ownership of the Schwartz/Gloyd family.  We 
discussed how they were started by Edward Patrick Schwartz at his 
home in Gaithersburg in 1913 and how they were transplanted to their 
present location in Clopper by Mr. Schwartz’s daughter Hannah Marie 
Schwartz and her husband Albert Gloyd in the 1940’s.  However, the 
State of Maryland purchased their Clopper peony fields in 1963 as it 
assembled properties for the Seneca Creek State Park.  Given that the 
Park was founded for boating and hiking, we explain how the peony 
fields have been able to survive during half a century of state 
administration. 
 

On the one hand, the peonies were untended in the early years from 
1963 to 1970. On the other hand, our research indicates that later Park managers have taken considerable 
interest in the peonies over the years.  Len Wilbur was superintendent in the 1970’s.  He responded positively to 
requests to open the peony fields to public viewing during their blooming season in May 1970.  We believe Mr. 
Wilbur’s action may have been the plants’ salvation because it raised awareness that the famous Gaithersburg 
peonies lived on.  At any rate, recognition of their importance improved during the decade and about 1978, a 
joint Tuckahoe/Seneca project took place in which the two Maryland parks swapped resources to plant peonies 
at Tuckahoe on the Eastern Shore and create a Display Garden adjacent to the peony fields at Seneca Creek in 
Clopper.  Subsequent Park managers Kim Lloyd and Dave Powell have continued to support and advocate for 
preservation of the peonies, though with limited park and volunteer resources. 
 

No discussion of the survival of the peonies at the Park can take place without recognizing the contribution of 
Earl Pfeiffer, a park volunteer and board member of the Friends of Seneca Creek State Park.  A Maryland 
resident since the 1950’s, Mr. Pfeiffer has been active with the Friends for about 15 years.  In addition to blazing 
trails in the Park, he has been a real “guardian angel” for the peonies.  Over the years Earl has helped mow 
paths in the fields and regularly tended the plants in the Display Garden: clearing out debris, weeding, edging, 
replanting, and even fine mulching to cover exposed roots using a 16-inch diameter antique wood and wire hand 
sieve that belonged to his father.    
 

The love and care for the now heritage plant peonies by the State Park staff, Earl, and other volunteers is greatly 
appreciated!  
 

LOCAL HISTORY IS BLOOMING IN MAY! 

Come to the Open House at the Display Gardens on Sunday, May 17, 2015 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.   
 

• Stroll through the display garden and expansive fields with thousands of blooms. 
• Learn the origin of this historic collection from the new  information kiosk - an Eagle Scout project by 

the great-great grandson of  Edward P. Schwartz  

• Explore opportunities to support these beautiful, historic treasures. 
 

If you’d like to volunteer to help care for the plants in the display gardens, please contact Park Ranger Bethany 
Lillard at 301.924.2127 or bethany.lillard@Maryland.gov   
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PRESIDENT KEN’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
I hear that summer is near, but as I am sitting here looking out at another cold and gloomy day I can’t imagine 
heat and humidity.  However, as all DC area people know, summer will come and it will get hot.   
 
Please note the many activities going on at the park and ways in which you can contribute to the Friends 
through volunteerism.  We will again need help staffing booths at various functions and I will send out separate 
e-mails to advertise those events.  When promoting the group, please let people know about our Annual Picnic 
and that membership includes a free lunch.  The date for our Annual Picnic and Meeting is Saturday, October 
31st.  Please save the date for this event. 
 
In addition to our Annual Picnic, the Board has 4 meetings a year.  This year we have meetings set for May 6th 
at 7:00 PM, August 5th at 7:00 PM. and October 31st at about 1:00 PM.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
I am extremely happy to announce that we received the final payment from the State Highway Administration 
for the Seneca Bluffs Grant that we had been working on for over 2 years.  This was a very worthwhile but 
stressful venture and I am glad it has come to its completion.  We are getting involved in another grant project 
on a smaller scale and will report more on that project in the future.  
 
Again, thank you for your support, please keep promoting our group, try to get your friends, neighbors, and 
park users to join us and as always, get out there and enjoy your park. 
         
 
 

Ken Grundy – President, FOSCSP 
kgrundy96@gmail.com 

240-461-7774 
 

 

MORE WAYS TO HELP THE FRIENDS 
 

 

The FOSCSP group is now enrolled in AmazonSmile. If you make your Amazon 
purchases through the link on our website’s home page, Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
your purchase to the FOSCSP. Please think of the Friends before you make your next 
Amazon purchase. Pass the Word. 
http://www.foscsp.com/ 
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PLEASE HELP US GROW 
 

As reported in our last newsletter, the Friends of Seneca Creek State Park now has just over 100 members. Our 
goal for 2015 is to reach 150. You can help by sharing this newsletter and your affection for the park with your 
friends and neighbors. Maybe your Homeowner’s Association would consider joining, or allow you to place a 
small encouraging word in your newsletter. Everything the Friends does benefits the park. Please pass the word. 
 

Did your newsletter come by snail mail? If you have one available, please consider sending an email address to 
FOSCSP Membership Secretary Ellen Erdelsky at eeerdelsky@verizon.net for future issues of our newsletter. 
We prefer to save our funds for projects that directly benefit the Park. Sending the newsletter by email saves 
time, money and trees. We will never share your email address with any other organization. Thank you! Full 
color versions with working links of all past newsletters are available for download at www.FOSCSP.com 
under the Newsletters tab. 
 

Membership: Dues: Make your check out to: 

Student $5.00 

Associate $10.00 

Patron $25.00 

Family $50.00 

Life (one time) $500.00 

FOSCSP 
and mail to: 

FOSCSP 
11950 Clopper Road 

Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

 
NAME(S):               

 

 

ADDRESS:               

 

 

CITY, STATE, ZIP:             

 

 

EMAIL:         PHONE:       

 

 

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL:        AMOUNT ENCLOSED:     

 

 

COMMENTS:              
 

 
……………..………….……Please mail your annual dues today……….……………….……….. 

 
 

FACEBOOK  GOOGLE + FOSCSP WEBSITE  

   
 
 


