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FRIENDS OF SENECA CREEK STATE PARK 
www.FOSCSP.com 

 

Fall Newsletter 2014 

 

 

 

MEET THE NEW ASSISTANT MANAGER! 
 

 

 
 

Shea Niemann joined the staff on July 14th, taking over the 
Assistant Manager position that opened when Dave Powell became 
Park Manager. Shea was born and raised in Prince George’s County. 
He graduated from Frostburg State University with a degree in 
Parks and Recreation Management. His love of the outdoors has 
been nurtured during his 10 year career with the Park Service. He 
served as Program Coordinator for Outdoor Discovery Camps, a 
residential summer camp offered by the Maryland Park Service. He 
was the Enrichment Coordinator for 4 years for the Conservation 
Jobs Corps (CJC), a summer program for “at risk” youth. During 3 
years as a Ranger at Patapsco Valley State Park, he was in charge of 
the Natural Surface Trails. He looks forward to exploring the many 
trails of Seneca Creek with his two beautiful daughters. 

 

 
 

VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS: BLUEBIRDS 
 

First year volunteer Bluebird Monitor and Boat Center 
Manager Haley Drake and FOSCSP board member and MD 
Bluebird Society secretary Bonnie Bell did a joint presentation to an 
audience of enthusiastic Bluebird fans on Friday evening, July 11th. 
Following the indoor slide show, Haley led a tour of some of the 
nestboxes in the Park, allowing participants to see eggs and baby 
birds. For several guests this was the first time they saw live baby 
chicks “in the wild.” Haley had a successful season. The 15 
nestboxes fledged 47 baby Bluebirds and 23 baby Tree Swallows. 
The boxes are now clean and waiting for next spring. 

You are cordially invited to 

the 
 

ANNUAL 

FRIENDS 

PICNIC 

on 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 

11:00 AM at 

Seneca Creek State Park in 

the Woodlands Room. 

THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR 

CONTINUED 

SUPPORT OF THE 

FRIENDS AND 

THE PARK!!! 

Smokey Glen Farm will 
again provide a sumptuous 
buffet you won’t want to 
miss.  

Please RSVP by Friday, October 
31st to Ken Grundy at 
kgrundy96@gmail.com or 
phone 301-924-2127. 
The picnic is held indoors, so it 
is a rain or shine event. 
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WHAT IS THE MOCO EPIC? 

 
 

The MoCo Epic is a weekend of mountain biking events sponsored by MORE, the Mid-Atlantic Off-Road 
Enthusiasts. First held in 2010, the Epic events are centered on the Germantown Soccerplex. This year’s 
MoCoEpic will be held on Oct. 11 & 12. Saturday there are kids rides, group rides, skill clinics and advance 
registration for Sunday’s main event, supported rides on marked trails with aide stations and a post ride BBQ 
with live music.  
 

The 2013 MoCo Epic Mountain Bike Ride featured four rides of 15, 35, 50, and 65 miles. The routes passed 
through 11 different parks with nine aid stations. 1100 riders signed up for the scheduled date of Oct. 13, but 
after the event was moved to Oct. 20 due to rain, an estimated 950 rode.  The two-day event offered packet 
pickup, demo bikes and a stunt rider on Saturday, then the actual ride on Sunday, followed by a hearty meal. 
This was the fourth MoCo epic.  
 

In 2014, MORE has cloned the Epic into two more events: The NoVa Epic, centered in Lake Fairfax Park near 
Reston, and the Patapsco Epic, centered in Patapsco State Park's Avalon Area and Howard County's adjacent 
Rockburn Branch Park.  For more information, see http://www.moreepics.com/  
 

 
 

FREE AccessDNR MOBILE APP AVAILABLE 
 

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources has released a new app for mobile devices (both Apple and 
Android) that helps you plan, use and get more out of your outdoor adventures. 
 

From identifying an unknown fish, to finding a nearby swimming hole, to locating a dog-friendly State Park, the 
AccessDNR app provides information and services for the Maryland outdoor enthusiast on the go. 
 

http://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2014/03/10/love-marylands-outdoors-theres-an-app-for-that-2/ 
 

 
YOUR DUES AT WORK: RECENT FOSCSP EXPENDITURES 

 

The FOSCSP spent $2,845.90 for a replacement motor for the pontoon boat so that it would be ready for 
summer use. The Friends’ share of the Port-a-John rental for three months is $228.00. MORE and the Disc Golf 
group also contribute to the Port-a-John rental fees.  
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PRESIDENT KEN’S MESSAGE 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Summer went by very fast, didn’t it?  Fall is here and we are writing again to keep you up to date on the Friends 
group and activities at the park. 
 

Dave Powell will let you know what has been happening at the park recently and you will also hear about a new 
member of the park staff.  If you are not on Bethany Lillard’s e-mail list of volunteers, she has lots of 
opportunities to help out the park in many different ways.  [Bethany.Lillard@Maryland.gov] 
 

There are also some chances to help the Friends out by working at booths at upcoming events at the park.  
Bonnie Bell and Agatha DeJonge will be spearheading this and more information will follow.     
 
The Friends have made a few purchases recently and are still working with the state on the grant for the Seneca 
Bluffs parking lot project. 
 

I am very proud of the contributions we have made to the park and the work we have done to retain and increase 
our members.   
 

Again, thank you for your support, please keep promoting our group, try to get your friends, neighbors, and 
park users to join us and as always, get out there and enjoy your park. 
 

Ken Grundy – President, FOSCSP 
kgrundy96@gmail.com 

240-461-7774 
 

 
 

YOU CAN BE A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! 
 

The FOSCSP Board has pledged to make a greater effort to keep our members informed about what the Friends 
have been doing and events in Seneca Creek State Park. We also want to make this your publication. If you 
have information, events, comments or photos to share, please post to our Facebook page or email board 
member Bonnie Bell at bonnielbell@hotmail.com.  
 
 

 

The FOSCSP group is now enrolled in AmazonSmile. If you make your Amazon 
purchases through the link on our website’s home page, Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
your purchase to the FOSCSP. Please think of the Friends before you make your next 
Amazon purchase. Pass the Word. 
http://www.foscsp.com/ 
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A WORD FROM OUR PARK MANAGER, DAVE POWELL 

 
 

 
 
To our valued Friends of Seneca Creek State Park,  
 
The summer season at Seneca Creek State Park is always an action packed time and 2014 was no exception.  
The following is a selection of our highlights. 
 

• From May through Labor Day the park held over a hundred programs on a wide variety of topics which 
was attended by nearly 1500 people. A six week Junior Ranger program was well attended and led by 
Ranger Bethany Lillard.  

• On July 1st, the management of Black Rock Mill returned to Seneca Creek State Park. For the past 35 
years, the mill had been managed by Montgomery County. 

• From late June to early July, Montgomery County and the Maryland Park Service sponsored a CJC 
(Conservation Job Corps) work crew. During the six week program, the twenty-four crew members built 
23 picnic table pads, power washed and painted the interiors of nine restrooms, power washed six 
pavilion floors and painted 75 picnic tables. 

• Following the CJC crew was another youth corps, the LAYC (Latin America Youth Corps, part of the 
Montgomery County Conservation Corps). The crews finished painting restrooms, cleaned out the 
belongings of an empty house and barn filling two large dumpsters, replaced access to seven restroom 
water cutoffs and cleared invasive plant species. 

• Led by Rangers Lillard and Rochon, the park sponsored weekly volunteer projects which were well 
received and will be continuing into the Fall. 

• The park hosted a variety of special events during the summer months. In June, Hudson Trail Outfitters 
held a Canoe/Kayak/ Paddleboard demo day and EX2 Adventures held a twelve hours bicycle race at the 
Schaeffer Farm Trail System. In August, Calleva held an adventure race using part of the park, another 
bicycle race was held at Schaeffer Farm and a half Marathon sponsored by WDAS (We Do Awesome 
Stuff) was held using the park’s trail system. 

 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the Fall picnic.  
 
Dave 
 
 

Captain Dave Powell, Park Manager 
Seneca Creek State Park, Patuxent River State Park, & Monocacy NRMA 

Office: 301-924-2127 
Cell: 443-534-5678 
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COMING EVENTS 
 

 

Sat. & Sun. 
in Sept. 

Pontoon Boat Tours on Clopper Lake continue on weekends in September. See 
the calendar at https://sites.google.com/site/foscsp/calendar for times. 
 

Description: Come join us for a boat tour around our beautiful Clopper Lake. 
Taking a trip on the "Blue Heron" is a comfortable way to enjoy the wonderful 
views of Seneca Creek State Park. On our leisurely tour we will talk about the 
history, current events, and natural happenings on and around the Lake. This is a 
great event for the entire family! 

Cost: Entrance fee to the park + $2.00 per person 

Directions: Register and pay at the Boat Center in Seneca Creek State Park (open 
weekends in September) 

Sat. 9/20 Take Me Fishing 9:30 – 10:30 am. 
Join our expert fisherman for a beginner's course in fishing for new anglers of all 
ages.  Bring your own rod and reel or we'll supply one.  Meet at the Boat Center. 
Participants 16 years and older must have a valid non-tidal fishing license. 
Purchase a license online at https://compass.dnr.maryland.gov/dnrcompassportal 

Sat & Sun.  
10/11-12 

MoCo Epic Mountain Biking Event. Many trails in Montgomery county will be 
part of this all day event. The FOSCSP will have a booth on Saturday. Please 
contact bonnielbell@hotmail.com if you can devote an hour or two to help at the 
Friends booth. Come help us make Friends! 

Sat. 10/25 
 

5K for the Bay…Part Deux! 7:45 am. Sponsored by the Chesapeake Bay Trust. 
The FOSCSP will have a booth at this event. Please contact Ken Grundy if you 
can devote an hour or two to helping at the Friends table. We need more Friends! 

Sat. 11/8 
 

Bill Larson Memorial Moonlight Walk 6:30 pm sponsored by the Seneca 
Valley Sugarloafers Volksmarch Club. The 10km walk, with a 6km option, will 
be on park roads which are paved and suitable for strollers. Walkers should carry 
flashlights. No pets allowed on trails at night. http://www.sugarloafers.org / The 
FOSCSP will have a booth at this event. Please contact bonnielbell@hotmail.com 
if you can devote an hour or two to helping at the Friends table. Please help us 

recruit more Friends! 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
 

As of August 6th, 2014, there were 86 paid members of the Friends group, an increase of 22 members over the 
February 2013 total. We would very much like to reach 100 members this year. We need your help! Please 
renew if your membership has lapsed. If you have friends or neighbors who use the Park, please encourage 
them to join. To check your membership status, contact Ellen Erdelsky at eeerdelsky@verizon.net. We also 
offer Business memberships from $100 to $2,500 per year. 
 

Did your newsletter come by mail? If you have one available, please consider sending an email address to 
FOSCSP Membership Secretary Ellen Erdelsky at eeerdelsky@verizon.net for future issues of our newsletter. 
We prefer to save our funds for projects that directly benefit the Park. Sending the newsletter by email saves 
time, money and trees. We will never share your email address with any other organization. Thank you! 
 

Please share this newsletter with friends and family, and encourage them to join in time for the picnic! 
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Membership: Dues: Make your check out to: 

Student $5.00 

Associate $10.00 

Patron $25.00 

Family $50.00 

Life (one time) $500.00 

FOSCSP 
and mail to: 

FOSCSP 
11950 Clopper Road 

Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

 
 

NAME(S):               

 

 

ADDRESS:               

 

 

CITY, STATE, ZIP:             

 

 

EMAIL:         PHONE:       

 

 

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL:        AMOUNT ENCLOSED:     

 

 

COMMENTS:              
 

 
……………..………….……Please cut here and mail your annual dues today……….……………….……….. 

 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 
TRAIL WORK WEDNESDAYS: Decompress from your work day with a short stint helping to maintain trails 
in Seneca Creek State Park. Check the calendar here: https://sites.google.com/site/foscsp/calendar 
 
 

VISITOR CENTER RECEPTION: Do you like nature and enjoy sharing it with others? Seneca Creek State 
Park is seeking volunteers to staff the Visitor Center. Help out with office work on our busy Saturdays, or 
Tuesday-Friday. Volunteers greet visitors, answer phones, handle gift shop purchases and provide information 
to the public. Must be 18 years or older. Contact: Kelly Colwell - kcolwell@dnr.state.md.us 
 
 

PAVILLION CLEAN-UP: Sat, September 27, 10am – 11am. BlueJay & Nuthatch Shelters. Help keep the 
picnic areas neat for the fall season. Call the Park Office for details. 301-924-2127 
 
 

FOSCSP RECRUITMENT: The Board has been setting up a table at appropriate events in the park as a way to 
recruit new members. Your help would be GREATLY appreciated. Please see the events list above for 
opportunities coming up this fall. Even an hour at the table will help so that the Board member can take a 
bathroom break. 
 
 

BOARD MEMBER: There is an opening for a Secretary on the FOSCSP Board. The main duty is to take notes 
at four board meetings per year and email the minutes to the rest of the Board. If you can help, please contact 
Ken Grundy. kgrundy96@gmail.com 
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Window Skimmer Dragonfly Fritillary Butterfly on Milkweed Halloween Pennant Dragonfly 

 

Spotted in the Peony Garden in August 
 

THANK   YOUTHANK   YOUTHANK   YOUTHANK   YOU!!!!    

 

These groups have helped the Friends in various ways. We GREATLY appreciate their support. 
 

Briggs Ice Cream Joe’s Crab Shack 

Butlers Orchard Ledo’s Pizza(Germantown) 

Cedar Farm Disc Golf Club Metropolitan Meat, Seafood and Poultry 

City Of Gaithersburg Montgomery County Road Runners Club 

DavCo Restaurants MORE 

Dick’s Sporting Goods Quincy’s 

Farm and Home Service, Inc. Seneca Valley Sugarloafers 

Fleet Feet Sports Gaithersburg Smokey Glen Farm Barbequer’s Inc. 

Bernie and Linda Grundy Sugarloaf Mountain Vineyard 

Hard Times Cafe(Rockville Winkler Automotive 
 

FACEBOOK  GOOGLE + FOSCSP WEBSITE  

  

 

 

 
Visit the Corn Snake now residing in the visitor center lobby.  


